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The CONFEDERACY, 


| 4 


Full and- gan Narrative, Secs 


0 Ap Vice and Lmmonility\'of the arp 
tificial Ornaments that ſerve to hide 


their Horror and Infamy, and to repreſent 


Virtue, and Integrity in their juſt and amiable 

Light, is the Duty of every Perſon who re- 

gards the Society of which he is a Member, 

or is concerned for the Welfare and Happi- 
neſs of his Country; this is the Deſigu that 
all good Men aim at, either when writing 
the Hiſtory of Nations, the Lives of War- 
riours and Stateſmen, or even the ſecret Tranſ- 
actions of particular Perſons; to peruſe the 
Hiſtorys of former Times is amuſing and tends 
to form the Mind to the Purſuit of thoſe Vir- 
tues which adorn d the Lives of Heroes; and 


to give a Diſlike of the Vices Which 


threw indelible Stains upon the Characters 
of Princes; and debaced the human Kind; 


but to read the remarkable Occurrences. of 5 


our own, and to regiſter the hiſtorical Ac- 
count of ourſelves, tends to our Inſtruction 


by 
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by giving us an Idea of human Nature in 


general, and a Knowledge of Society in 
particular: tis to inſtruct that the following 
Narrative of the Conſpiracy of MeY7. Cather, 


Cane, Alexander and Nixon againſt the 
Hon. Mr. Walpole Son to the late Earl of 
Orford, now appears in Publick ; And as 
Salluſt begins his Account of the Conſpiracy 


of Catiline with the Subject of his Hiſtory, 


ſo we ſhall begin this Repreſentation with 


the Character of the Subject of ours. 
John Cather at preſent a Priſoner in the 

Kings-Bench, is the Son of . a Labourer who 

lived in the County of Dunnegall in the 


Kingdom of Jrel/and; he was bred to no 


Employment or Handicraft, but gained his 
Bread as his Father had done; and upon ſome 


Diſguſt at his Mother, who hindered his Mar- 

rage with a young Woman, who was paſſio- 
nately fond of him, and he of her, he became 

very rude and inſolent, and frequently has. 


heen found excerciſing his aged Parent with a 
Diſcipline that the moſt abandoned can ſcarce 
be judg'd capable of; the Neighbours who: 
were Witneſſes of his Behaviour reproved 


him, but obſerving his Deafneſs to Remone 


ſtrance, they gave him up to himſelf, While 
the poor Woman, was a daily Sufferer 
by his brutal Hands: One Day an aged 


Matron who had been acquainted with Mrs. 
_ Cather came into the Houſe at the Time he 
was treading her under his feet, and. bending 
her Breaft with the Patella of his Knee; and 
draggirg him of her with Expoſtulations 
and InveQtives, he beeam e ſtunned and all 
at once ſeem'd as one ſunk in Melancholy 
and Deſpair ; but recovering his Conſterna- 
tion ſhe thus addreſſed him * O John what 
2 a vile and deteſtable Crime is it in You 
(to abuſe and beat your aged Parent; a 
* Perſon who can be barbarous to a Parent, 
© can never be kind to a Spouſe, you ſeem 
© to be a Woman Hater and I am mueh 
© miſtaken if you will not turn out a Sodo- 
mite, the Phraſe ſtruck him! he became 
_ exceeding anxious to know its Import; 
She expreſſed herſelf in modeft enough 
Expreſſions, but ſuch as eaſily convey- 


ed an Idea of the Thing, which accord- 


ing to my Information he afterward did or 
at leaſt endeavoured to practiſe ; the beating 
his Mother rendered him odious in the 
Place, a meer Spectacle to the Town, and 
a Byeword to the Children; that having 
no Peace there, he withdrew to Harneran- 
nah a little Village in the fame County 


Where he continued for ſome Time, and 


where my Informer knew him; it was 
e e here 
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: oy that the Report ſpread of his attempt= 
ing the Crime of which he accuſed Mr. 

Walpole, and for ſcreening himſelf from In- 
. famy he thought proper to leave the King- 
dom and come to this Metropolis, where 
he perpetrated the Villainy 1 am now to 
relate. 

He had been in Dublin during the Time 
of the Parliament and obſerving the Inti- 
macy between Mr. Halpole, Secretary to the 
Duke of Devonſhire Lord Lieutenant of 
that Kingdom, and Lord Boyne, he thought 
proper to give himſelf out as a Tennants Son 
of his Lordſhip, and to make Application un- 

der that fictitious Name, to Mr. Walpole, 
' who reckoned his Lordſhips Regard to any 
Man an ample Recommencation, they hav- 
ing travelled thro' France, Germany and 
Haly together, and had afterward continued 
united by mutual Good Offices: for by Mr. 
Halpole's Intereſt, Lord Boyne obtained a 
Seat in the Houſe of Commons, two of his 
near Relations the Office of Collectors, and 
ſeveral of his Friends were provided for, as 
| Cather might, being a tall young fellow, 
five Foot Ten Inches high, very fair and 
well skined, if he had been capable of diſ- 
charging the Functions of any Employment: 
"oy e nk in his Expe@ations' from 

#t's | Mr. 
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Mr. I#; alpale, he began to ſeek as he pre- 
tended for Buſineſs elſewhere, tho in Reality 
he employed himſelf with Walter Paterſon, 
Patrick Cane, and ſome others of the 

like CharaQer : Tt was by Means of this 
| Correſpondence that he got ſome fine 
laced Cloaths in which he was dreſſed, 
when he ſent for Mr. Walpole's Servant 
William Collier, to a Tavern where they 


ſtayed ſometime, but at. parting he enjoined. i 


 'himSecrecy, and begged he would not diſcover 
the Circumſtance of his Dreſs to his Maſter, 
but as the enjoining of Secrecy is the very way 


to diſcloſe it, ſo in this Caſe, the Servant 


conſidering the Honour and Intereſt of his 
Patron, acquainted him with what he had 
ſeen, and what had been enjoined; the Gentle- 
man rightly judging that ſuch Precautions are 
never uſed except from Deſign, wiſely gave 
over to countenance him, or give him cither 
by himſelf or his Servants, Encouragement, 
directly or indirectly, to come to his Houſe; 
this raiſed his Reſentment, and k indled that 
Anger, which was the Reſult of his Diſap- 
pointment, into the moſt violent Hatred, that 
in Time burned throughout, and grew into an 
intenſe and a deliberate Revenge; notwith- 
ſtanding for ſome Time, he was by ſecret Con- 

n hindered from A Oy 
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Thing againſt him; whether this Refiraine : 
roceeded from Fear, the conſtant Attendant 


of a diſhoneſt Heart, and a vicious Inclination, 


or that his Genius was not adequate to his 
EKeeneſs, I leave with others to determine; 


however at laſt getting acquainted with a 
number of Adventurers, like himſelf, amon 


whom Milliam Smith, a Presbyterian Parſon's 


Son in Ireland, who made his fatal Exit 
Oftober 3d. 1750, along with James Mc. 
Lean, he ſoon contrived aScheme for ruining 
Mr. Walpole's Character, and for diſencumb- 


ring him of his Purſe: And that was, by 


{wearing tothe Deſign of committing one of 


the moſt atrocious Crimes that a Man can be 


ſuppoſed guilty of; a Crime not only horrid 


in the Sight of the Law, but contrary to 


Nature, and an open Violation of every 


Thing ſacred and humane: It ſeems the Gang, 
for fo I mnſt call them, ſtood in Need of a 


little Money; to procure which they fall 


upon the following villainous, though artful 


Contrivance; and none other Conditions were 


required, but Secrecy in the Tranſaction, and 


an equal Diviſion of what might be obtained. 


And here it will not be improper to in- 


form the Reader of a Circumſtance which 
they made uſe of for cloaking their Im- 
pious Deſign; and obtaining the greater 


Credit to the Oath — Catber was ſoon to 


fuer. 


C 5 
ſwear. - Patrick Cane who is a Labourer and 
was born in the Town of Londonderry in 
Treland, where live a great Number of Preſ- 
 byterians, told him, that he thought it con- 
_ ducive to his Cauſe, to join ſome diſſenting 
Congregation; for by this Means his Conduct - 
would be leſs ſuſpected; M. Cather approv- 
ed his Scheme and defired to know' what 
Meeting Houſe was moſt proper to attend? 
Mr. Cane told him, that one Mr. F. 4 a 
Miniſter in R--=-}-S----t, C---=t-G-o-=-n, 
had a very contrite holy Countenance, and 
ſo ſtrict an Obſerver of the Sunday as to 
reprove young Women for talking about 
their Courtſhips and ſweet Hearts; and Mar- 
ried People for Nuptial Intimacy on the Night 
of that Day; that above 150 Journey- men 
Taylors and Shoemakers all holy wiſe Men, 
frequented his Place; that he was fo cautious | .. 
as not to employ any Miniſter againſt whom | 
any of hisSheep as he phraſed them had taken 
the leaſt Umbrage; when he prays he appears 
in- Terror, and preaches Verbatim the Ser- 
mons of the Seots Mountainers: Upon my 
Word fays Mr," Cather you delight me! 
Several ſighing Siſters proceed Mr. Cane, 
haye turned from the Eftabliſhed Church 


by his Recommendation ; for er Sift dent 
oße would be apt to reckon him /a very 
Sanctified and cautious holy Man! He 
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Enemy to Dr. Fuſter, who at- 
tended the Earl of Kilmarnock, and ſuch an 
Abhorrer of the Church of England, that 


very lately he bought a ſine Gilt Bible, in 
which was the Apoer phe, the Engliſh 
turgy, the Eng ih 


Li. 
ſalms, Saeed and 
39 Articles, all 1 . l etffploy'd a Book- - 
binder to take out, and dreſs up the Original 
my Word fays Kather, he 


is juſt ſuch SE! as myſelf, I preſume he 


will not refuſe me ſealing Ordinances, No! 
No! replies Mr. Kane, if E employ a 
.., or any of his El | 
Gentlemen Taylors, to make 
of Clothes, you need not fear: In Conſe- 
quence of this Converſation they frequented 


ers, generally 
you a Sal 


Mr. s Meeting-Houſe, in ee 


g — behaved with the utmoſt Sanctity and 
.. Grimace till the Time they were taken 5 5 


But to return, : 
The Gang had been informed of Mr. Fo: 
| Walpole's Ch r, and be thought them- 


- ſelves of laying Something to his Charge, of . 
' which he —— not fail to be aſnam d, and to 
ſmother which, he would not ſcru le any 

Expence: Big with the Hopes of Succe * Hh 


they fix upon Cather as tlie proper Per- 


- ſon-to ſwear. to his, laying hold of him, 


Dr wich dunn * at aue 


13 
: 9 — & * RO. 


= 
Ca 


5 


His Complyance to the Commiſi on of the '\ 
horrid, abominable, . ſhocking and odious 
Crime 67 Sodomy, at one Time, and Bug- 


gery at Another; allured with the mighty L 


Proſpect of Gain, blind to the fatal 


Conſequences and deaf to the DiQates of .. 


Generoſity and Conſcience, the Creatute ' 
went to Hicks-Hall 26. of March, 1750. 


and there ſwore as narrated above; and the 
Jury going upon the Examination of the 
Bills, ſoon found an Indictment againſt Mr. 
Walpole; which News the Confſpirators 


were not wanting to propagate; for this 
Purpoſe they went into two or three 


Coffee Houſes where they publiſhed the 

Matter, and laid. it down with all the Skill 
that Deſign and long Meditation could 
ſuggeſt, or Craft and Artifice could inſpire, 
and that they might reap as ſoon as low, *. 


they ſent for one Alexander to whom. they = 


Imparted their Scheme. | 
The Proſpect of Gain ſoon blinded the 
Eyes of Mr. Alexander, who after ſome 
Reaſoning upon the Matter agreed to the 
Project; for a thorough Confidence, that te 
dreadful Name of Buggery and Sodomy, - 
-.B would 


L 12 


Genius of the Man, whoſe ambiguous 


Expreſſions, artful Inſinuations, pretended 
Offers of Service, and a declared Contempt 


of the Chaſtity of Women, a Thing held 
ſacred, by Nations who have only the 
Light of Nature to direct them, and re- 
commended to the Care of the Law, by 
the ſacred Records, After this Conference, 
Mr Walpole whether by Advice of Friends 
or of himſelf is but a Circumſtance, con- 
trived a Method for finding out this 
heinousIniquity, and detecting the impious 


Friend; and now the Queſtion is, what 


Inſtrument to make Uſe for bringing about 
the deſirable End. 
After due ern. mature and ſerious 


Deliberation, he at laſt thought of one 


Mr. Worſaale, a Painter at Charing-Croſs, 
who had formerly attended the Play- | 
Houle in Dublin, and who being well ac- 
quainted with the Art of ating was at no 


| Loſs to perſonate a Character: MM orſdaloe 
deeply affected with the Villainons Contri- | 
vance, and touched with a Senſe of, and 


Sympathy with, a Centleman's Character, 
torn to Pieces by a deteſtable Crowd of 
Paricides 


1. 


Paricides, undertook the Buſineſs; and 


meeting with a Comrade-one Mr. White, 1 


in St. James-Park, he imparted to him 
the Secret; the laſt named Gentleman equal- 
ly abhorring the Wickedneſs, eaſily went 
into his Scheme. And in order to it, their 
firſt Step was to trace out the Place of Ren- 
dezvous where the Gang frequently con- 


veened; very artfully, and prudently he 


got himſelf introduced into their Company, 


and bringing in the Converſation about 


what had paſſed at Hicks-Hall, he mag- 
nified what Profit might redound to the 
Proſecutor, how readily Mr. Walpole 
would reliſh any Propoſal of compro- 
miſing the Matter, and would ſcruple 
no Expence, to-get rid of ſo heavy an 
Impeachment, and an Accufation ſo foul : 
By theſe means they became a little more 
open; and he taking on him the Name 
of Counſellor John/on, the Converſation 
was purſued with but little Reſerve; they 
all ſeem'd pleas d with the Counſellor, and 
Kane the original Contriver, was ſo elevated, 
that he could not help expreſſing, how 
much he Was obli ged to Fartune for put- 
ting 


11 


= 
A OE. TIEN 
= ro 2 — 
„ 2 re 8 
98 * , 
——— 4 K y = : 7 
— — AG" * * — 8 2 3 T * A 
— — GE OT ous 0 — 4 - — — — — * 
* — — — awe — So — — * — 
my Y — 
- 


1 
! 1 ever not ſo very free as to the Coun= 
i ſellor; for the Attorney by I know not 
11 what Incident, fell under their Suſpicion, 
þi | . which was the Cauſe of their not diſcover- 

i ing the Bent of their Schemes, the End 
7 and Purport of their impious Deſigns. 

1 For next Day meeting with two of 
mh them, he was informed that Mr. Kather 
11 had ſworn his Life againſt him and that | 
| 1 he would be quickly taken up, that he had © 
1 been at Mr Fieldings Houſe in Bow Street 
| | Covent-Garden, for a Warrant of Com- 
| N mitment; but that the Juſtice had not been 
ih at Home; this ſudden Shock not a little 
0 diſturbed the Attorney, who made it his 
bl 5 Buſineſs to wait on Mr. Kather, whom he 
10 interrogated before the Company concern- 
b | | ing the Oath he had taken againſt him, 
Al and his going to Juſtice Fie/dings Houſe : 
; j Mr. Kather denied the Fact, and in a com- 

| 


— —— — 


plaiſant Manner declared that He had done 
no ſuch Thing; for that he Mr. White, 
had never diſobliged him, either. in Word, 


— edr enters. — 


i | in Geſture, or in Deed; the Informer being 
0 | incapable of defending himſelf, brought of 
"Mp the Matter with a x Jocoſe Air, and faid that 
„ | 

ll! they 
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| they generally ſwore to T pings in Fg 
to get ſome Money * Mr. Attorney was 
pleas d with the Excuſe, and ſo they pro- 
ceed to ſcheme out the Matter to the beſt, 
Advantage : But in the mean Time want⸗ 1 
ed to get ridd of him; as they had prepared 
a more proper ere vizt. Mr. Nixon, 
with whom they had conferted, and Who 
drew up the Indictment laid at Hicks- 
Hall. Having met with him, Ithey in- 
formed him how fortunate they were 
in Counſellor Johnſon, a. Man entirely 
ſuited to their Purpoſe; they brought 
him to the Place appointed, and after ſit it- 
ting for a while, behold the Counſellor. 
comes in; at this they were not a little 
overjoyed, as they began to weary for his 
Arrival; ſcarce does he appear, when the 
one Kyi to the other, here ! © The Coun- 


4 ſellor, we ſhall do well r now ” In the . 
mean Time in comes a Bricklayer with 
ſome of his Tools about him, and having 
ſome Buſineſs With Mrs Kat her and Kane, 
addreſſed him ſelf, with a Bricklayer 8 Sa- 


One of them by Swearing falſely had got 400 J. of 
” one Gentleman and 200 ] from another, G 5 | 


ver 


1 18 5 
lutation to them, which ſcarcely being « o 
ver, the Counſellour directly comes in, 
and was welcomed heartily, by em; but 
this Jollity was ſhort lived, for all at once 
Counſellor Johnſon without ſhifting Place, 
or waiting any Interval of Time, dilappears, 
and Mr. NMorſdale ſtarts up in his Room; 
theſe, ſays he, to Mr. Bricklaycr, who 
. In the Twinkling of an Eye turned a Con- 
ſtable © Are your Priſoners, in his Ma 
« jeſty's Name I charge you with them; 
They were all inſtantly. carried before one 
of his Majeſty's Juſtices of Peace, who 
after Examination committed them to ſafe. 
Cuſtody, untill relieved by due Courſe of 
Law; this was the End of Meſlrs. Kane 
and Kather, while Meſſrs. Alexander and 
Nixon were bailed, by proper Security, to 
compear when Lalled; and to ſtand Trial 
before any of his Majeſty's Courts, where 
the Cauſe might be brought in: The other 
Accomplices were not indeed ſeized at 
that Time, as they were not preſent ; but 
_ Juſtice purſued them; the Fate of William 
Smith, is recent in every Perſons Eye, for 
haying made a fruitleſs Attempt upon Mr. 
h Wi 8 ks 


. 
H ole by bringing him a forged Bond 
he ſoon fell into a Crime that brought him 
to the fatal Tree: Valter Pater/on, ano- 
ther Member of the Society, Was likewiſe 
taken up, and upon a quite different In- 
dictment was committed to the Houſe of 
Correction, out of which, by one of thoſe 
Artfull Ways, genemlly uſed in Time of 
great Neceſſity, he made his Eſcape; and 
though hi; Name was advertiſed, his Per- 
fon deſcribed, and a large Reward offered 
to any who ſhould bring him to the Keep- 
er of the Priſon, yet he got off and aſter 
waiting for ſome time, he eſcaped to Dub- | 
lin, where again he was ſecured, but aſter= 
wards got free ;-the Reaſon of his commit- 
ment in London was, for adviſing Milliam 
Smith to take upon him the name of George 
Sandys, and offer to Mr. Walpole a forg- 
ed Bond of 150 J. payable by Paterſon to 
Sandys, for a {mall Sum, under Pretence of 
giving Mr. Walpole an Opportunity of be- 
ing revenged upon him, by committing him 
to Goal, for the horrible Crime of contriving 
an action of Sodomy againſt him; Smith went 
tohis Houſe and its probable according to Mr 
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Walpole 2 Dec laration that if the inſatua - 
ted Man had had a Piſtol about him, Mr. 
Walpole muſt have died: Nor muſt it be 
forgot, that during the time he was con- 
ducted to the Juſtice under a Guard he 
chewed the Bond, under his Teeth fo that 
it could not appear againſt him; however 
from his Pretenſions of being a Cilia of 
Andover and being incapable of telling 
ſo much as the Member of Parliament's 
Name, he was juſtly committed to Reading 
Goal Br further Examination. 

Aſter they were confined to Priſon they 
came to themſelves, and dreading the Con- 
ſequence of a Trial, they wrote the moſt 
penitential Letters to Mr. Malpole earneſt- 
ly begging, he would not carry Things to 
the Extremity of Law, but that he would 

drop any Proſecution againſt them, relieve 
them from Goal and from Miſery, as they 
acknowledged with Grief and Sorrow, 
their Guilt, and the falſe Accuſation Sworn. 
to againſt him: Theſe Letters had not the 
deſired Effect with Regard to them, for 
the injured Gentleman preferring the Wel- 


a fare of the Public to the Weakneſs of Pity, 
which 


\ 


rs 


which they vainly imagined themſelyes 


capable to raiſe, he entered an Action 
againſt them in the King's Bench in Weſt-. 


minſter-Hall,where after being twice called, 
it at laſticame on, and was after a full Hear- 


ing, finally determined upon Friday the 


5th of July, 1751. before the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lord Chief Juſtice Lee. Af- 
ter opening the Cauſe, Mr. Valpole, who 


with his Brother Mr. Horatio, and two 
other Gentlemen, were ſitting on his Lord- 
ſhip's left Hand, gave Evidence as to the 
Reception of the Letters from Mr. Alex- 

ander, and the Priſoners Meſſ. Kane and 


Kather, mentioned before; he diſcovered 


great Calmneſs of Temper, proteſted his 
| Innocence and at the ſame Time ſignified his 


Love to the Gentlemen of Ireland, in gene- 
ral, but in particular to the Perſon of Lord 


Boyne, through whom he {had ſome ſmall 
Acquaintance with Kather, who had Sworn | 
fo falſely againſt him; his Brother Mr. 


Horatio ſpoke likewiſe to the great Sa- 
tisfaction of the Court, and behaved in a 


Manner ſuitable to the Height of their 
£20 Stations 
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Stations and Dignity of their Birth; Mf. 
n orſdale, alias Caunſellar fohnſon, acted 


Parts he had performed during the time of 
ſifting out the iniquous Myſtery, as gave 


no {inall Diverſion to the Coutt and the 


N umerous Byſtanders, who oat of Ciriofi- 
ty crowded the Hall; and this was tlie 


more acceptable. at that Time, as Pity and 


Compaſſion, theſe natural. Inſtincts and eff» 


ential properties of the humane Heart, had 
| filled them with Horror to think of the 


Matter of the deteſtable Scheme, and the 


jeſuitical Methods by which the fame Was 
conducted and purſued: Mr. II hite the At- 


torney likewiſe behaved well, as did in” 


general all the Witneſſes, who were treated 
by the Council on each Side with all the 
Encouragement that Juſtice and good Man- 
ners could prompt to, or that the Behaviour 
of Gentlemen could inſpire and promote; 
nor muſt it be forgot that the Lord Chief 


Juſtice Lee, acted with all the Cagdour, 

Equity and Indulgence that could be deſired 

oſ a Judge; he marked down the minuteſt 
Circum- 
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Circumſtances of the Evidence, and reptœ 
ſented every Fact in its proper Light, 
gave it the Weight that was due, and al- 
lowed the Council on each Side to put Hin 
in Mind of any Fact which he had omitted 
to lay before the Jewry; there ſeemed n 
manner of Difficulty to bring in Meſſis 
Kane, Kather and Alexander, but Nixoz's 
Caſe was doubtfull, from the Conde. 
on that ſome People among whom Mr., 
Sali Keeper of the Gate Houſe had ſworn 
to his Honeſty while with him, he having 
ſerved in the Office of Clerk to him ſor 
eleven Months about five Years ago; his 
Council, did all in their Power to make 
the beſt of cyery reaſonable Argument that 
could be thought of, as they judged, and 

not v. ithotit Gtolinds, that One may be 
employed in the blackeft Schemes and yet 
know nothing of them; nor indeed at firſt 
View, it is very probable that the Con- 
ſpirators would have diſcloſed the Se- 
etet of their Intention and Depth of their . 
Peſigu to Pertons of Probity, Integrity, 
and Candcur ; for if Wickedneſs is always 
ſear- 
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full, and affrighted, chin! tis hardly to. 


be Goond that the moſt Obdurate Villain, 


can for any Time, look a real honeſt Man in 
the Face; the Circumſtance of not mention- 

ing his Name at their Meetings for Con- 
trivance, was likewiſe ſtrongly inſiſted on; 

this indeed may preponderate with ſome, 

while that very Circumſtance determined 
others to think he was guilty, ſince all the 
Arts Imaginable are uſed by the Crafty and 
by Hy pocrites, to make themſelyes appear 
virtuous and honeſt Men: But whatever be 
in this, one thing is certain, that his giving 


a Guinea at one Time, and collecting Money 1 


at ſeyeral Times for Mr Paterſon, when in 
the Houſe of Correction, were Circum- 

ſtances that tended to give the Court an ill 
Opinon of him, and as it was particularly 
obſerved by his Lordſhip, who cloſed his 
Diſcourſe to them with it, Probability it- 

| ſelf ſpeaks that this Tranſaction determined 
the Jewry to bring in their Verdict, finding 
the whole equally Guilty; Afibon as the 
Verdict was returned, which was in two 


£1] Minutes, without going out of Court, the 


Dyfaff 


„ 
f Hf was called for, and ordered to Ui 
Care of the Priſoners; Mr. Alexander was 
Preſent, having been ſurrendered by his 
Bail; but Mr. Nixon had removed, the 
former is confined to the Priſon. of the 
KingsBench, where he is to remain till next 
Term, when Sentence will be pronounced N 
upen him. 
During the Courſe of the Trial. Mr. 
Alexander behaved with a Cunſidence not 
conſi ſtent with Prudence, or even with the 
Conduct of the Wiſe, in his Situation; he 
frequently endeavoured to confound the E- 
vidence, broke in upon the Pleading of the 
Council, and, even interrupted the Juſtice 
in his Repreſentation; ; yea he even went ſo 
far as to preſent a Paper to Mr.Jalpole, of 
which he declared himſelf ignorant; ſo that 
notwithſtanding he urged it, Mr. Malpole 


refus'd it. Mr. Nixon walked to a fro bare 


Headed, thro' Veſtminſter-Hall, and diſ- 
covered an uncommon Concern for his 
Fate; like a Perſon of a vitiated Brain; 
he ſeemed upon the Wing, always going 

or ſending into Court, to know what might 
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be the Event; thus he continued till the 
Time that the Crier of the Court called 
For a Typſtaff, and then he directly retired 
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toward Old Palace-Tard, abſconded for 
a While, but has fince 3 in Fablick 
and ſtill continues under Bail. wt 
What the particular Puniſtment of ſo 
Jeep a Phot and fo dangerous a Conſpiracy 
will be, is more than T can determine, nor 


did Lever ſpeak to any about that particular 
Point, tis my humble Opinion that the Law 
is as ſiletit about it as the Crime is rare; and 


was I worthy to give my Sentiment upon 


the Matter; I ſhould be of the fame Opi- 


nion that Cæſar gave to the Senate of Rome, 


when ſpeaking upon the Conſpiracy of Ca. 
taline, Lentulus, and ſome others, Who 
bad violated the Engagemens to their 
Country, and broke thro* the moſt ſacred 
Ties: It was the Judgment of this great 


Man, that the puniſhing of them would be 


doing them too great Service, in ſo far as it 


would render them the Objects of the Peo- 
ples Compaſſion, whereas at preſent they 
were the very Mark at which they darted 


the Arrows of their Reſentment, while 
their 


| e 
| their Crime drew after it an univerſal | 
Hatred, Abhorence and Deteſtation; Suppoſe 

Mays he that aCriminal ſhould go to be hang» 
ed, the Populace will not be ſo much ftruek = 
with his Crime, as touched with hisSuffer- 

ings; and as the Conſpiracy againſt Mr. 

Walpole was even as dangerous as that of 

_ Cataline againſt the Senate of Rome, yea 

and more, ſince if in this they had ſucceed- 

ed, tis not known how far they might 


have carried their dete ſtable Project; bet- 


ter for the City of Rome to be deprived 
of her Senate, than ſor the Britiſh Iſie to 
have her Parliament compoſed of Members, 
who could be guilty of Crimes, for which 
Fire was of old ſhowred down from Hea- 


ven, which in Time muſt render us a Bye 


Word, and Proverb among the Nations, o- 
dious in the Sight of God, and ſhocking to 
human Nature! and as their Crime is not 
Within the Law, I muſt give my Opinion for 
ſparing of their Lives, and continuing them 
the Abhorrence of their Country, which 
their Sufferings might in a great Meaſure 
remove. But if in Oppoſition to the Senti- 
| mene 
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ments of the generous and illuſtrious Ceſar, 
the rigid Sentence of Cato be preferred. 
Tis the Duty of every Britton to yield to 
the Deciſion of the Nation, ſince Authori- 
ty muſt, for the Good of the Publick, 

ſubſiſt in n any Events. „ 


